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As of April 15, 2020, the New Jersey Office of Vital Statistics and Registry has provided

updated guidance on how the cause of death should be entered on a death certificate

in which a decedent has either been confirmed positive for COVID-19 or is suspected of

being positive for the virus.

The guidance, available on the New Jersey’s Electronic Death Registration System

website, states that COVID-19 is not considered an immediate cause of death and

should NOT be reported by the medical certifier on the first line of section 36a (CAUSE

OF DEATH, PART I) of the death certificate. Instead, the immediate cause of death, such

as “Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome,” should be listed on the first line. COVID-19

should be listed LAST in Section 36a after the immediate cause(s) has been listed.  See

sample below:

If a test for the virus had been performed for the decedent but the results were not

available when completing the death certificate, the underlying cause should be listed

by the medical certifier as “Pending COVID-19 testing,” according to the New Jersey

Medical Examiner’s Office.



Listing a decedent as “Pending COVID-19 testing” should not delay disposition. Remains

considered “pending” may be released for burial or cremation. The Amendment to NJ
Vital Record-Reg 34 form must be completed and sent to the Office of Vital Statistics to

correct the cause of death once the final test results are received.

Guidance for entering information on a death certificate is designed to assist with the

accurate reporting to the National Vital Statistics System, which tracks causes of death,

including COVID-19.


